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(d) 

J.1 . (C)  Summary.  Kyaw  Zaw  Naing,  head  of  the  Global  Green 

Group,  which  received  a small  grant  in  2007  from  Embassy 
Rangoon,  described  his  efforts  to  promote  legal  knowledge 
with  free  law  clinics  throughout  the  country.  Basic  legal 
knowledge,  he  explained,  will  empower  citizens  to  protect 
themselves  from  unfair  application  of  laws,  many  of  which  are 
written  primarily  for  government  benefit.  End  Summary. 

^2.  (C)  In  a meeting  with  Poloff  on  November  21,  Kyaw  Zaw 
Naing,  head  of  the  Embassy-funded  Global  Green  Group, 
described  his  efforts  to  increase  citizens'  legal  knowledge 
in  Burma.  His  program  is  in  the  process  of  starting  five 
legal  clinics  in  Mon  and  Rakhine  States  and  Tanintharyi  and 
Rangoon  Divisions.  The  clinics  will  allow  citizens  to  bring 
legal  questions  and  concerns  to  community  lawyers  and  leaders 
for  pro-bono  advice.  Under  the  grant,  Kyaw  Zaw  Naing  has 
also  developed  a 2,000  page  legal  handbook  that  covers  the 
basic  laws  in  Burma  and  provides  an  excellent  resource  for 
people  with  relatively  simple  legal  questions.  He  has  also 
translated  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  the  UN  Universal 
Declaration  on  Human  Rights  into  Burmese,  and  provided 
commentary  for  readers  who  have  never  encountered  legal 
documents . 

^3.  (C)  Even  in  Burma,  where  the  military  rulers  believe  that 

"order  is  superior  to  law,"  basic  legal  knowledge  provides 
citizens  with  significant  protection  for  themselves  and  their 
assets,  explained  Kyaw  Zaw  Naing.  For  example,  Burmese  laws 
regulating  marriages  and  the  age  of  majority  vary  depending 
on  a person's  religion.  Therefore,  a seventeen-year-old 
might  be  permitted  to  marry  under  one  religion  and  not  under 
another  where  the  majority  age  is  eighteen.  Government 
officials,  aware  that  most  people  do  not  know  their  rights, 
commonly  promote  or  prevent  marriages  illegally,  depending  on 
how  they  quote  the  law.  A citizen  who  knows  his  rights  under 
his  specific  religion  will  understand  whether  or  not  he  is  of 
age  to  marry,  said  Kyaw  Zaw  Naing. 

1L4  . (C)  Legal  education  in  Burma,  and  therefore  legal 
knowledge  throughout  the  populace,  is  almost  nonexistent. 

Kyaw  Zaw  Naing  explained  that  the  study  of  law  at  the 


university  level  only  attracts  mediocre  students,  the  best 
preferring  to  study  medicine.  Furthermore,  because  the 
Attorney  General's  office  has  the  sole  power  to  write  the 
laws  under  the  senior  generals ' direction  and  because  most 
citizen's  believe  themselves  powerless  to  fight  for  their  own 
rights,  employment  opportunities  for  law  graduates  remain 
limited . 

^5.  (C)  Comment:  Kyaw  Zaw  Naing ' s project  provides  an 
invaluable  tool  for  citizens  in  a country  where  the 
government  considers  their  legal  rights  far  less  important 
than  its  desire  to  promote  its  own  version  of  order.  His 
grassroots  level  work  helps  give  ordinary  Burmese  more  tools 
to  protect  themselves  and  is  helping  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  the  rule  of  law  in  a future  democratic  Burma.  End 
Comment . 
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